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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Amendment 

The status identifier "(amended)" used for claims 4-6 is not an acceptable status 
identifier. Refer to 37 CFR 1 .121 . 



Information Disclosure Statement 

The foreign documents cited on the 9/6/07 IDS have not been considered as a 
place for the Examiner's initials has not been provided on the 1449 form. Refer to 37 
CFR 1.97 and 1.98. 



Oath/Declaration 

The oath or declaration is defective. A new oath or declaration in compliance 
with 37 CFR 1 .67(a) identifying this application by application number and filing date is 
required. See MPEP §§ 602.01 and 602.02. 

The oath or declaration is defective because: 

It does not identify the citizenship of each inventor; much of the type is not readily 
discernible. 
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Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 
The appropriate section headings (i.e. "Background of the Invention", "Summary 
of the Invention", etc.) should be inserted throughout the specification. 
Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Objections 

Claims 1-15 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

Claim 1 is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(i), which states "Where a claim sets 
forth a plurality of elements or steps, each element or step of the claim should be 
separated by a line indentation." 

In claim 1 , line 1 , the phrase "the coupling" should be inserted before "having". 

In claim 1 , the last line overlaps with the first line of claim 2. 

Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 
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In claim 1 , lines 1 5-1 6, it is unclear as to how the latching structure (26, 27) 
relates to the latching structure (26, 27) recited on lines 10-11. 

In claim 2, line 4, "the releasing structure (18, 19)" lacks proper antecedent basis. 

In claim 3, reference numerals "(26, 27)" are used to designate both the 
protrusions and latching structure. 

In claim 3, reference numerals "(16, 17)" are used to designate both the recesses 
and the releasing structure. 

In claim 3, reference numerals "(18, 19)" are used to designate both the recesses 
and the releasing structure. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-15, as best understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Bartholomew (US 4,423,892). 

With respect to claim 1 and with particular reference to FIGS. 1 1 and 12, 
Bartholomew discloses a coupling for a fluid conducting system, having a coupling part 
into which an insertion section (41) of a counterpart (14) can be inserted, and having a 
locking part (160) which is mounted in movable fashion on the coupling part and which 
possesses a detent structure which in a detent position interacts with a complementary 
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structure configured on the insertion section for locking the counterpart and the coupling 
part, characterized in that the locking part is configured with two side sections (164, 
166) that are parallel to each other, that at least one longitudinal detent element (180) is 
configured on each of the side sections' insides facing the coupling part , that a latching 
structure (front 200/202) is present in the region of the free ends of the side sections, 
that the coupling part is configured with guide recesses (upper and lower open area 
recesses) that lie opposite each other and into which the detent elements engage, and 
that the coupling part is equipped in the region of one end of the guide recesses with a 
latching structure (as at 146) that is configured complementary to the detent structure 
(back 200/202). 

With respect to claim 2, Bartholomew discloses a according to claim 1 , 
characterized in that in the region of the other end of the guide recesses, the coupling 
part is equipped with a releasing structure (recesses in 140) that is configured in 
accordance with the releasing structure (140). 

With respect to claim 3, Bartholomew discloses a according to claim 2, 
characterized in that the latching structure, the detent structure and the releasing 
structure exhibit protrusions and recesses that are aligned at a right angle to the detent 
elements in the longitudinal direction of the coupling part. 
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With respect to claim 4, Bartholomew discloses a according to claim 1 , 
characterized in that a relief structure (172) is configured in the region of the free end of 
the locking part. 

With respect to claim 5, Bartholomew discloses a according to claim 1 , 
characterized in that the locking part exhibits a fiat top section (flat of 206 as in FIG. 12) 
that is aligned at a right angle to the side sections. 

With respect to claim 6, Bartholomew discloses a according to claim 1 
characterized in that the detent elements are tapered in the direction of an insertion side 
of the coupling part. 

With respect to claim 7, Bartholomew discloses a according to claim 2, 
characterized in that a relief structure (172) is configured in the region of the free end of 
the locking part. 

With respect to claim 8, Bartholomew discloses a according to claim 3, 
characterized in that a relief structure (172) is configured in the region of the free end of 
the locking part. 
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With respect to claim 9, Bartholomew discloses a according to claim 1 , 
characterized in that the locking part exhibits a fiat top section (flat of 206 as in FIG. 12) 
that is aligned at a right angle to the side sections. 

With respect to claim 10, Bartholomew discloses a according to claim 1 , 
characterized in that the locking part exhibits a fiat top section (flat of 206 as in FIG. 12) 
that is aligned at a right angle to the side sections. 

With respect to claim 1 1 , Bartholomew discloses a according to claim 1 , 
characterized in that the locking part exhibits a fiat top section (flat of 206 as in FIG. 12) 
that is aligned at a right angle to the side sections. 

With respect to claim 12, Bartholomew discloses a according to claim 2, 
characterized in that the detent elements are tapered in the direction of an insertion side 
of the coupling part. 

With respect to claim 13, Bartholomew discloses a according to claim 3, 
characterized in that the detent elements are tapered in the direction of an insertion side 
of the coupling part. 
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With respect to claim 14, Bartholomew discloses a according to claim 4, 
characterized in that the detent elements are tapered in the direction of an insertion side 
of the coupling part. 

With respect to claim 15, Bartholomew discloses a according to claim 5, 
characterized in that the detent elements are tapered in the direction of an insertion side 
of the coupling part. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. See attached Notice of References Cited. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JAMES M. HEWITT whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7084. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 930am-600pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel Stodola can be reached on 571-272-7087. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/James M Hewitt/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3679 



